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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENq§J$ 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 

— STATE  OF  MONTANA 


July  7,  1988 


MONTANA  STATE  HORARY 
1515  E-  6th  AVE. 

COG  SWELL  BUILDING 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Bob’s  Road  Service 


Bob  & Laura  Knopp,  885  North  Montana,  Dillon,  MT  59725 
Bob  Miller,  3255  South  U.S.  Highway  91,  Dillon 
George  Miller,  1056  Selway  Drive,  Dillon 
Sandy  Miller,  1025  Lovers  Lane,  Dillon 
Gordan  Miller,  Dillon 
Paul  Sagunsky,  820  N.  Montana,  Dillon 
Dorothy  Aley,  202  South  California,  Dillon 
John  Hofferber,  820  North  Montana,  Dillon 
Harvey  Houk,  220  W.  Glendale,  Dillon 
Francis  Mooney,  1070  Lovers  Lane,  Dillon 
Richard  Hilton,  1125  Cottonwood  Drive,  Dillon 
Dick  & Mike  Sharon,  Big  Sky  Motors,  790  North  Montana,  Dillon 
Tom  Dooling,  32  North  Washington,  Dillon 
Otto  Christensen,  210  West  Park,  Dillon 
Representative  Charles  Swysgood,  206  Legget,  Dillon 
J.A.  Wilson,  Mayor,  City  of  Dillon,  125  North  Idaho  Street,  Dillon 
Richard  Thorson,  Public  Works  Director,  City  of  Dillon,  125  North  Idaho 
Street,  Dillon 

Sanitarian,  County  Courthouse,  Dillon 

Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES , Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 
Documents  Section,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  Bob 
Knopp /dba/Bob * s Road  Service. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

PLEASE  RETURN 


I 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Telephone  (406)  444-2821 


Ends . 


JG/ba 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di  vi  si  On/Bureau Environmental  Health/Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 

Project  Or  Application  Bob's  Road  Service 

Description  of  Project Mr.  Robert  Knopp  has  submitted  an  application  to  license  and 

_es_tablish  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  at  885  North  Montana  Street.  Dillon,  MT 
— description  NE^  NE^,  Section  18,  T7S,  R8W)  (see  attached  map).  This  PER  was 
— Erepated in  conjunction  with  the  Department's  review  of  this  application. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  EN V I RONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


Comments  on 
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POTENiIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  EiN V I RGNr’cNT 
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Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  city  of  Diiion 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Bob  Knopp,  Richard  Tho^on-Beaverhead 

County  Health  Department. ___ 

Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  not  necesiarv 


PER  Prepared 
Date:  7"  ^ 

DHES/ESD-2 


DILLOI I WEST  QUADRANGLE 

' v 


Bob's  Road  Service 


Bob's  Road  Service  - Preliminary  Environmental  Review 


General  Comments 


The  State  Department  of  Health  licenses  and  regulates  motor  vehicle 
wrecking  facilities  under  authority  of  the  Montana  Motor  Vehicle  Re- 
cycling and  Disposal  Act  (75-10-501  MCA)  and  Administrative  Rules 
(16.14.201  ARM). 

To  be  eligible  for  licensing  a proposed  wrecking  facility  must: 

1)  Be  in  compliance  with  all  existing  zoning  ordinances  on  the 
date  the  license  application  is  submitted  to  the  department. 

2)  Be  capable  of  being  shielded  from  view  of  any  existing  public 
road.  If  the  license  application  is  approved,  the  applicant 
must  construct  all  necessary  shielding  prior  to  licensure. 

3)  Not  create  any  significant  adverse  environmental  impacts. 

The  department  has  made  the  preliminary  determination  the  applicant 
is  in  compliance  with  existing  zoning  ordinances  and  can  effectively 
shield  the  proposed  facility  from  all  public  roads  in  the  area.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  PER  is  to  determine  if  this  proposed  motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  can  be  established  without  posing  significant  adverse  environ- 
mental impacts. 

Mr.  Knopp  wishes  to  license  a 100x78  foot  vehicle  storage  yard  adja- 
cent to  the  west  end  of  his  truck  repair  shop.  This  area  would  allow  a 
maximum  of  approximately  40  vehicles  to  be  stored. 

This  area  would  also  be  used  to  store  wrecked  vehicles  towed  by  Mr. 
Knopp' s wrecker  service.  In  the  past  these  vehicles  were  placed  next  to 
the  shop  building  in  view  of  several  public  roads  and  adjacent  residents. 


Potential  Impact  on  Physical  Environment 


2 . Water  quality,  quantity  and  distribution 

3 . Geology  and  soil  quantity  stability  and  moisture 

The  Soil  Conservation  Service  data  indicates  the  soils  in  this  area 
are  liaruel  clay  and  havre  loams.  Typically,  these  soils  have  a loam  to 
clay  loam  texture  approximately  36  inches  in  depth  and  overlay  sands  or 
gravels.  The  permeability  to  these  soils  are  typically  slow  and  are  not 
well  suited  for  farming  because  of  salt  buildup  and  low  moisture  re- 
tention. 

Domestic  water  supplies  in  the  area  are  from  wells  approximately  40 
feet  in  depth. 


The  topography  of  the  area  is  generally  flat  with  a slight  1 to  2% 
slope  to  the  north.  A small  irrigation  ditch  is  located  approximately 
100  yards  to  the  north  of  the  proposed  wrecking  facility.  No  apparent 
surface  water  drainage  courses  are  located  within  or  adjacent  to  the 
proposed  wrecking  facility  location. 

Waste  antifreeze,  gasoline  and  lubrication  oils  contain  petroleum 
distillates,  heavy  metals  and  toxic  compounds  which  if  improperly 
disposed  of  can  cause  surface  and  ground  water  degradation.  The  appli- 
cant proposes  to  collect  and  recycle  all  antifreeze  and  lubricating  oils 
which  must  be  drained  from  vehicles  during  parts  removal.  The  recovered 
fluids  will  be  recycled  by  commercial  firms  which  currently  provide  this 
service  to  the  applicant's  truck  repair  shop.  Some  lubricating  oils  and 
antifreeze  may  drip  from  vehicles  stored  at  this  facility.  This  residual 
drippage  is  not  expected  to  result  in  appreciable  accumulations. 

Due  to  the  size  of  the  vehicle  storage  area,  proposed  method  of  op- 
eration, site  hydrogeology  and  topography,  the  potential  of  ground  or 
surface  water  degradation  from  this  proposed  facility  is  considered  to  be 
very  low. 

5.  Aesthetics 


The  applicant  proposes  to  erect  a 10  foot  high  wooden  fence  to 
shield  his  vehicle  storage  yard  from  Highway  41  and  the  County  By-Pass 
Road  to  the  east.  The  fence  would  be  constructed  from  1x10  rough  pine 
painted  white.  The  boards  will  be  butted  together  during  installation  to 
provide  for  proper  spacing  after  shrinkage.  The  applicant  proposes  to 
install  this  fencing  along  the  south,  west  and  north  sides  to  the  vehicle 
storage  yard.  The  truck  repair  shop  will  provide  shielding  to  the  east 
and  a shielded  entrance  gate  will  be  installed  on  the  north  side  of  the 
shop  building. 

The  shielding  standards  for  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facilities  re- 
quire fences  to  have  a minimum  board  width  of  7%  inches  and  the  spacing 
between  boards  can  not  be  greater  than  lh  inches.  The  shielding  must 
screen  the  view  of  junk  vehicles  from  a point  six  feet  above  the  center 
of  any  public  road. 

Mr.  Knopp  proposes  to  install  his  fencing  to  a height  of  ten  feet. 
The  elevation  of  Highway  41  is  several  feet  higher  than  the  proposed 
yard.  However,  due  to  the  dimensions  of  the  yard,  this  height  should 
provide  the  required  degree  of  shielding. 

The  City  of  Dillon  has  a maximum  fence  height  requirement  of  six 
feet  in  residentially  zoned  class  A & B areas.  These  maximum  fencing 
requirements  do  not  apply  to  unzoned  areas.  The  location  of  this 
proposed  wrecking  facility  is  presently  unzoned  and  not  subject  to  these 
fence  height  limitations. 

The  determination  of  locations  best  suited  to  the  development  of 
commercial-industrial  activities  such  as  wrecking  yards  is  best  made  by 
local  planning  and  zoning  agencies.  The  activities  of  these  agencies  are 
normally  implemented  through  a citizen  participation  and  petitioning  pro- 
cess . 


The  vicinity  of  this  proposed  wrecking  facility  currently  contains 
both  residential  and  commercial  development.  It  is  difficult  to  measure 
how  the  aesthetics  of  the  existing  land  uses  may  be  inter-reacting.  Mr. 
Knopp's  proposed  shielding  plan  for  his  vehicle  storage  yard  should  be 
aesthetically  acceptable  and  is  not  expected  to  adversely  impact  the  ad- 
jacent properties. 


9 . Historical  and  archaeological  sites 

No  known  historical  or  archaeological  sites  are  located  within  the 
boundaries  of  this  proposed  facility. 


Potential  Impacts  on  Human  Environment 


3 . Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

6 . Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income 

8 . Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

The  development  of  this  facility  will  compliment  the  applicant's 
wrecker  and  towing  business.  A motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  license 
would  enable  the  business  to  sell  used  vehicle  parts.  The  operation  of 
this  vehicle  wrecking  facility  may  not  require  any  additional  employees. 
However,  the  establishment  of  this  facility  may  increase  the  business 
capabilities  of  the  truck  service  shop  which  may  in  turn  require  addi- 
tional employees.  This  employment  and  the  employment  requirements  for 
the  support  services  this  business  will  utilize,  should  provide  a posi- 
tive employment  impact  for  the  community. 

The  establishment  of  this  facility  and  its  economic  spin-off  may 
increase  the  overall  payroll  of  the  community  and  provide  increased  local 
and  state  tax  bases. 


10.  Demands  for  governmental  services 

The  issuance  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  license  will  re- 
quire administrative  and  inspection  services  of  the  County  and  State 
Health  Departments. 


1 1 • Industrial  and  commercial  activity 

The  establishment  of  the  motor  vehicle  recycling  and  wrecking  facil- 
ity will  provide  a commercial  source  of  used  automotive  parts.  The  re- 
conditioning and  reuse  of  parts  provides  a cost  savings  to  the  consumer 
and  conserves  energy  and  natural  resources.  Parts  which  can  not  be  re- 
conditioned or  reused  will  be  shipped  to  a secondary  metals  market  for 
recycling. 


13 . Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

The  location  of  this  proposed  wrecking  facility  is  currently  unzoned 
as  certified  by  the  City  of  Dillon. 


14 . Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows 

The  establishment  of  this  business  will  increase  the  traffic  flow 
patterns  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  facility.  These  increased  traffic 
flows  are  not  anticipated  to  significantly  impact  the  traffic  handling  or 
load  capabilities  of  these  roads. 


JG/ba 


